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 The integrated database
 Approximately 2300,000 items of which   

480,000 are available on the Internet

 Books and periodicals available on the Internet
 350,000 items

Digital Library from the Meiji Era (2002-）

NDL Digital Collections (2011-)

Digital Library from the Meiji Era and
NDL Digital Collections
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Outline of the NDL Digital Collections

Digitized NDL 
collections

• Rare and Old Materials
• Books
• Periodicals
• Doctoral Dissertations
• Official Gazettes
• Modern Japanese 

Political History 
Materials

Digitized 
collections from 
other institutions

• Historical Recordings 
Collection

• Materials on the Allied 
Occupation of Japan

• Prange Collection
• Newspapers 
• Science Film

Born-digital

• Online Publications
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As of Mar.2014
Current status of providing digitized materials (approximately)

Types of materials Open Access Onsite Access Total
Rare books and Old materials 70,000 20,000 90,000

Books 350,000 550,000 900,000
Periodicals 5,000 1,070,000 1,075,000
Official Gazettes 20,000 - 20,000
Doctoral Dissertations 15,000 125,000 140,000
Historical Recordings Collection 1,000 48,000 50,000
Materials on the Allied Occupation
of Japan

20,000 1,000 20,000

Prange Collection - 10,000 10,000
Modern Japanese Political History 
Materials 

140 - 140

Science Film - 100 100
Newspapers 6 - 6
Total 480,000 1,830,000 2,310,000
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How to make digitized contents “Open Access”

Not subject to copyright

Types of copyright clearance

1. Confirm if materials is in the Public Domain

• Books, Historical Recordings Collection, etc.

2. Obtain permission of the copyright holder

• Books, Doctoral Dissertations, Periodicals, Newspapers 

3. Obtain a compulsory license by the Commissioner of the Agency for 
Cultural Affairs

• Books

 Official Gazettes
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Latest Changes

 May 2013    -Release of an English interface

 Jan. 2014    -Redesigned and changed its name from 
the “NDL Digitized Contents” to the 
“NDL Digital Collections”                    
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2.  Overview of each collection
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Rare Books and Old Materials

 Japanese/Chinese materials created before the end of the 
Edo period/ Qing Dynasty
 70,000 items are available online

Features:

(FIY) Other institution archive

 Image viewer
 Analysis
 Search by terms of Classifications of “Union Catalogue of Early 

Japanese Books(国書総目録)”

 KOTENSEKI SOGO DATABASE(Waseda University)
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Books 

 900,000 items acquired by NDL, dating between 1868 to 1968,    
have been digitized
 340,000 are available online

Rare Books and 
Old Materials

NDL Digital Collections

Scope of the materials
to be digitized

1868                                                           1968         1980   2014
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Periodicals

 Periodicals held by the NDL up to the volumes published 
until 2000
(except: periodicals in NII-ELS, J-Stage and periodicals 
to be digitized by publishers)

 All periodicals are onsite access only except 2 titles, but
table of contents are available online

Official Gazette:
English edition 

1946-1951

医学中央雑誌

1903-1983 
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Doctoral Dissertations

 Dissertations sent to the NDL between FY1991-FY2000
 14,000 are available online

NDL holdings (to be digitized)

Institutional repositories

UniversitiesNDL

division of digitization

NDL Digital Collections

1888                      1923                                                          1991        2000   
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(FYI) Revision of  Degree Regulations on Doctoral Dissertations

Shift from traditional print media to the Internet

April,2013, Revision of Degree Regulations 

New acquisition methods:

 Publication method of doctoral dissertations
has changed from print  media to the Internet.
 Promoting “Open Access”

 1)NDL web crawlers       
 2)Submittal system

The degree-conferring universities can send metadata and full text data files.
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Official Gazettes

 from the first issue published in 1883 to the issue in 1952
 All items are available online

 55 article types:法律 (Statutes); 条約 (Treaties) etc.
Before1945, also carry: 外報 (News from Overseas) etc.

1883                                  1947   1952                                                   2003    2014

NDL Digital Collections
(1883-1952)

National Printing Bureau
Official Gazette Search 
Service (1947-2012)

National Printing Bureau 
Online Official Gazette Service(2003.7-)
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Materials on the Allied Occupation of Japan

1. Records of the U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey

2. Records of General Headquarters(GHQ), Far East Command

 Original materials are owned by the U.S. National Archives 
and Records Administration(NARA)

 20,000 items are available online.  
 Index PDF files of records related Japan are on the  

Research Navi: 
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/kensei/entry/USB-18.php

 About 650 items became Available Online in March,
700 are onsite access. 
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Materials on the Allied Occupation of Japan

3. Illustrations used for Reports of General 

 5 items including 500 images, maps, illustrations, pictures 
 All items are Available Online.  

(FYI) Further information  

 Finding Aids for Materials on the Allied Occupation of Japan
(List of collection name, creator, etc.)
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/kensei/entry/occupation-index.php
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Historical Recordings Collection

Historical Recordings Collection special website (March,2013-)

 Search by genre easily
 expecting English version within FY2014

http://rekion.dl.ndl.go.jp/

 50,000 sound recordings of 78rpm records
 Digitized  by the Historical Records Archive Promotion 

Conference (HiRAC)
 1,090 are available online
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Historical Recordings Collection

Name of Genre Number of items
1 Popular Songs 11,428
2 Japanese Traditional Music 10,281
3 Storytelling performances(Rakugo, Rokyoku etc.) 6,253
4 Folksongs and national music(Japan) 4,904
5 Children’s songs 2,639
6 Instrumental 2,092
7 Vocal Music 1,923
8 School or educational materials 1,507
9 Speeches, Lectures and Literary reading 1,483

10 Modern Drama 1,003

TOP 10 Genres      
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Online Publications

 Collected from websites archived by Web Archiving Project 
(WARP)
 National Agencies, Local government, Universities, etc. 
 150,000 are available online

1. PDF collected from websites

2. PDF and ePUB published by private sector

 Publications sending to the NDL by publishers based on 
legislation, started in July 2013
 As of 2014, charge-free online publications

without DRM are under the obligation PDF
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(FYI) WARP-Web Archiving Project

http://warp.da.ndl.go.jp/

 Selective harvesting of the public 
agencies and private sectors websites 
based on permission(2002-)

 Bulk harvesting of public agencies 
websites based on legislation(2010-)
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websites

(FYI) Image: Collecting online publications from WARP  

e.g. white papers, annual reports, 
PR magazines.etc

Online Publications
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Others

 140 items includes correspondence, manuscripts, diaries   

 10,000 books censored by the Allied Forces 

Modern Japanese Political History Materials

Newspapers (「石巻日日新聞」号外）

Science Film

Prange Collection

 6 items, the wall newspaper, published 6 days after the 
Great East Japan Earthquake

 100 items   
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3.  Providing access to digitized materials
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Launch of Digitized Contents Transmission Service  
(January 2014~)

Background

Consultation with related organizations

Targeted Materials

 Mass digitization from FY2009 to FY2011 
 The act on the partial revision of the copyright act (2012)

 Framework, condition of use

 Out-of-print digitized items
 1.3 million items  

Material type Number of items
Books 500,000
Periodicals 670,000
Doctoral Dissertations 120,000
Rare and Old Materials 20,000
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Partner Libraries

How to provide our service

 87 libraries in Japan (as of March14, 2014) 

Launch of Digitized Contents Transmission Service 
(January 2014~)

 Authentication
-ID/PW
-Global IP address

User PC

Staff PC

Browse

Browse & Print out

NDL server
Images

Images
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Sending Historical Recordings Collection across Japan, 
and the World

 134 public and research libraries in Japan
 1 research library in Germany

Partner Libraries (As of March18,2014)
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Possible Libraries 

 Public libraries provided in Article 2 of Japanese Library Act 
 Research libraries and other institutions approved by HiRAC and NDL

Information  

Sending Historical Recordings Collection across Japan, 
and the World

 http://dl.ndl.go.jp/ja/rekion4Lib.html
 Contact: rekion4Lib@ndl.go.jp
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dl@ndl.go.jp
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Supplement:
How to request copies of “Onsite Access” digitized materials

NDL Top> Our Services> Photoduplication Service 
http://www.ndl.go.jp/en/service/copy.html
Overseas Request for copying>Request by mail
>Request from an individual

※Registered Users Only

1. “NDL REQUEST FORM FOR PHOTODUPLICATION”
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PDF request form
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FAX or postal mail 
※ E-mail not accepted 
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Registered Users ID/ PW

2. Through the Japanese version of the NDL-OPAC
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Link to a bibliographic information 
of NDL-OPAC

Metadata (Simple Record)
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Click “デジタルデータ” (digital data)
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Click “複写” (photoduplication)
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precautions
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Tick “同意する” (Agree

Tick “調査研究の用に供するため
(Using for research)
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Title of article or thesis
※can enter up to 200 two-byte characters

page numbers, volu
※can enter up to 10 
byte characters

Click “登録” (Registration)

“郵送”（Receiving by postal mail）
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Part Number(volume)
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Title of article, page numbers

Table of Contents
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Click “申込確定” (Confirm)
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Contact for inquiry about Photoduplication Service

ILL-Section, Kansai-kan of the National Diet Library
fax: +81-774-94-9112 / e-mail: ill-sec@ndl.go.jp
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